
l ive/work UK  

what does a live/work unit 
look like?  
 
 
 



Not just home working  

a spare room is not live/work  

a garden shed is not live/work  

working at home is common 

but is the design/space right? 

does it look professional? 

common problems include:  
work/life balance, isolation 
 

 



What makes live/work different?  

a live/work unit is designed for work use 

eg well-lit, street access, functional room layouts 

usually more space to work than homeworking 

often includes separate access to workspace  

or flexible/open plan 

ideal for more than one person 

also ideal for space-hungry work (eg fashion design)  

allows homeworkers to grow their business 

target market: expanding businesses  
unwilling to give up home working  



Back to basics: live/workôs origins 

farms are arguably live/work  

also living above post office/shop/pub 

ateliers (eg France) 



Back to basics: barn conversions  

barn conversions 
= DIY live/work  

but take time/cost  
to complete 

leaves owner isolated? 

eg this farm is now live/work  

 


